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The  following  "Sketch"  is  intended  more  as  a  Key  to  a 
Pedigree,  than  a  genealogy  of  a  family. 

The  writer  having  given  a  large  portion  of  fourteen  years 
to  the  investigation  of  the  history  of  his  family  name,  and 
prepared  sufficient  manuscript  for  some  hundreds  of  printed 
pages  of  history,  biography  and  topography  connected 
therewith,  being  hindered  by  various  delays  from  send- 
ing his  collections  to  the  printer;  issues  these  few 
"Preliminary"  pages  for  the  satisfaction  of  *  those  who 
may  be  interested ;  only  regretting  that  after  the  great 
amount  of  labor,  effort  and  correspondence  expended  un- 
grudgingly, this  meagre  result  will  justify  the  exclamation, 
Parturicnmi  montcs,  natiis  est  iiiiis. 


LINE    OF 
DIRECT    DESCENT 

AND 
KEY    TO    THE    PEDIGREE. 


Akeny,  De   Acquigny,  name    derived    from   Acquigny, 
near  Louviers,  in  Normandy. 

Sir  BALDWYN  De  AKENY,  Knight;  io66  A.D.,  a  follower  of 
William  the  Conqueror,  who  held  lands  in  Norfolk. 
Arms,  azure,  a  cross  argent,  between  four  lions,  or, 
his  name  is  on  all  three  extant  Rolls  of  Battle  Abbey. 

WILLIAM  DEKEN  or  D'Ekeny.  Lord  of  Wrighton  in  Nor- 
folk, temp.  Rich.  I.,  grandson  of  the  foregoing. 

Sir  ROGER  De  AKENY,  Knight;  flourished  1 150-1200,  his 
daughter  was  mother  of  William  Longsword,  Earl  of 
Salisbury. 

Sir  BALDWIN  De  AKENY,  Knight;  A.D.  1216,  tem.  Henry  III., 
Lord  of  Hockham  and  Whittleford,  County  Cambridge. 

THOMAS  De  HAKENY,    de      Maneres      de      Holkham.      died 

3   Edw.  I.,  1275. 
Sir  ROGER  DAKENY,  Knight,  of  Northwold  in  Norfolk,  died 

1287.     Inq.  P.M.,  apud.   Bedford. 
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Sir  BAULDWIN   De  EK  )N,  1278-1285. 
Camden  Roll  of  Arms. 

Sir  ROBERT  De  EKENEY,  Knight,  of  Ekeney,  County  Bucks, 
Presentation  to  the  Church  of  St.  Martin,  Ekeney  1274. 

Sir  ROBERT  D'EKENEY,  Baron  of  Cainho,  County  Bedford, 
brother  to  Humphrey  Dakeny,  the  ancestor  of  the 
Deakins  and  Dakins  of  Derbyshire. 

ROBERT  De  EKENEY,  Knight  of  the  shire  for  county  Bedford, 
9  Edw.  II.,  1 315. 

Sir  JOHN  DEKENE,  Baron  of  Cainho,  County  Bedford,  1327, 
Arms,  argent,  a  cross  between  four  lions,  gules. 

JOHN  DEKEYNE  or  DYCKON  of  Bedford,  Knight  of  the  shire, 
43  Edw.  III.,  1369. 

RICHARD  De  AKONY  or  DYCON  of  Marston,  County  Bedford, 
Among  the  gentry  of  the  county  12th  Henry  VI.,  1433, 
arms,  azure,  a  cross  between  four  lions  rampant,  or,  on 
a  chief  of  the  last,  three  roses  gules,  from  whom  de- 
scended 

2,  Richard,  of  whom  hereafter,  and 

1,  Francis  Dyacony  or   Decons,   died    1498. 
(see  Burke's  Landed  Gentry)  father  of 
a  Michael  Dyacon  or  Deacon, 

Prior  of  St.  Heliers,  island  of  Jersey, 
Bishop  of  St.  Asaph  1495-1500, 
Confessor  to  King  Henry  VII., 
Buried  in  Westminster  Abbey. 
b  Richard,    ancestor   of   the    Deacons   of  Long 
Cross  House,  County  Glamorgan. 

RICHARD  DYCONS  or  DECONS,  brother  of  Francis,  born  1450, 
a  Yorkist,  granted  Manor  of  Windruge,  County  Herts, 
by  Rich.  III.,  seceded  to  Henry  VII.,  became 
"Clerk  to  the  Sygnet  "  to  Queen  Elizabeth  of  York, 
received  numerous  grants  and  benefactions  and  died 
1496,  leaving  children. 
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1,  Ku  II  \ki>,  stH!  alter. 

2,  Thomas,    of     \V)lsliamstc(l,     CoiiiUy     lii;(l(or(l, 

married  Alice  Sjiencer  of  Copic,  County  Hcd- 
IokI,  \'e()iiian  of  tlu;  K'()\al  liody  (iiiard,  Lieut. 
of  the  Tower  of  Knysbank,  Calais,  Steward 
of  the  Lordsliips  ot  I.aii^litoii  and  ICrnesby, 
County  Leicester,  his  son  I'honias  i)roceeded 
B.A.  Oxford  151 5. 

3,  John,  also  engaj^ed  in  the  service  of  the  Crown, 

was  a  collector   of    the    Kin<^'s    Revenues   for 

Nottingham,  he  had  three  cliildren,    of  whom 

Robert   became  a    merchant   in   London  and 

died  leaving  considerable  estate,  Will  proved 

P.C.C.  June  9th,  1576. 

RICHARD  DECONS,     gentleman,     born     1480,     married     1504 

Elizal)eth,  daughter  and  heiress   of  Sir   John    Keynes, 

Knight,  of  Clifton  Keynes,  County  Bucks,  by  whom  he 

inherited   the    Manor   of     Marston    Morteyne,    County 

Bedford,  (her   mother   was  Agnes    Tyrringham,    of  an 

ancient    Knightly   family,   who   by    marriage    with   the 

Lucys,  of    Charlecote   are   lineally  descended  through 

the  De  Greys   of    Wilton,    and    Ferrars    Earls    Derby 

from  the  ro^-al  houses  of  England  and  France),  Justice 

of  tlie  Peace  for  County  Bedford,  Private  Secretary  to 

Queen  Katherine  of  Aragon,  whom  he  accompanied  to 

the  Field  of  the  Cloth  of  Gold  1520,  held  the    Manors 

of  Pyrton  Dodingsells,   Stukeley,   Norwode,   Marston, 

Lythington,  Stanbrigge,  Brogboro  Park  and  Littlecote, 

lands  and  tenements  in  Leighton  Buzzard,  St.  Albans, 

Edworth  and  many  other  places,  two  Inquisitions  P.M. 

were  held  for  his  lands  held  capiie,  died   6   June.   1521, 

leaving  a  second  wife  Joan  and  children.      His  will  was 

proved  P.C.C.  London,  and  his  arms  are  in  the  window 

of  Woburn  Church,   Bedfordshire. 

Argent  a  chevron  counter-compony  gules  and  or. 
between  three  roses  of  the  second,  stalked  and  leaved 
vert.     Children, 

1,  KiCHARD,  eldest  son. 

2,  Thomas,  gentleman,  born  1510,  inherited  ALinor 

of  Marston,  County  Bedford,  married  Frances, 
daughter    Thomas     Chicheley     of     Wimple. 
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County  Cambridge,  descended  from  the  family 
of  Archbishop  Chicheley,  was  Escheator  for 
the  Crown  for  the  Counties  of  Bucks  and 
Bedford,  died  1545  leaving  a  son  Thomas, 
who  died  sine  prole,  and  the  estates  were 
divided  between  three  sisters.  Marston  passed 
to  Elizabeth,  who  married  Judge  Thomas 
Snagg,  Queen's  Sergeant  and 

Speaker  of  the  House  of  Commons, 
whose  son  Thomas  was  Member  of  Parliament, 
and    High    Sheriff    of    the    County,    and  was 
Knighted  1603. 
3,  Francis,  born  1 513,  inherited   Manors   of  Stan- 
brigge  and   Edworth,  resided    at    Lidlington, 
County  Bedford,  married  Dorothy,   daughter 
Henry  Murcote,  of  Chiswick,  County  Middle- 
sex,   died    1552    leaving    two   sons    and    two 
daughters,    his   son   Thomas   settled   in  War- 
wickshire and  left  a  son  Robert  of  Wasperton, 
who   married    Anne,    granddaughter   of  John 
Combe    of    Stratford-on-Avon,    the   friend   of 
Shakespeare.     All  the  parties  were  living  co- 
temporaneously,  and  were  intimately  acquaint- 
ed.    Their  descendants  still  live  in  the  county. 
4,  Katheryn,  evidently  named  from  the  Queen.  She 
received  by  the  Will  about  the  value  of  $10,000. 
RICHARD  DECONS,  eldest  son,  born    1505,    inherited    Manors 
of  Stukeley  and  Norwode,  resided  in  County  Bedford, 
arid    is  buried   at   Marston,   died  1543,  Will  proved  at 
Northampton,  wife's  name  Izabel ;   children, 

1,  Thomas,  his  successor. 

2,  Richard,  inherited  estates  in  Abbott's    Langley 

and  County  Herts,    ancestor   of  the    Deacons 
of  Hemel    Hempstead  and  of  Wiggen  Hall, 
from  whom  descended 
Thomas  Deacon  B.A.,  Oxford  1630,   buried  at 

Watford  with  a  curious  inscription,  and 
Major  General  Sir  Charles   Deacon,   K.C.B., 

who  died  1842,  also 
Rear  Admiral   Henry  Colins   Deacon,   retired 

1 6th  June,  1851. 


Ill:  mi;  I.    IN.  Mi'STHAI). 


iii:i:k  \:  \.\\:i\\  i\'ii:kk  i.d 
Tiir:  l!()l)^   oi'   i'iio.mas  1)i:.\ 

CON    Tin;    SONMC   ()!■     THOMAS 
DEACON   AM)    MARTHA   HIS 
WIFE  OF   CORNER   HALL    ItAT 
CHELOR   OF   ARTES  AND  ST 
UDENT  IN    IMHSiCK    WHO    1^' 
HIS   EXTRAOKDIN  ARY   SPARi: 
B()I)^"    IN    Ri:SPF.CT  OF    BREAD 
TH    HF.ING    LONG   SICK   OF   A 


CONSUMP'I^ION    AND  OF  HIS 


AS  EXTRAORDINARY  IIEICi 


HT  BEING  IN   PROPORTION   TO 


THE    LENGTH    OF   THIS    STONE 


MIGHT  SHE\V   THE   DESIRE   HE 


HAD  TO  HEAVEN  AND  SO  DEP 


ARTED  SEPT  zS  AN.  DO.    i6    *    * 


,r.°"%\ 


tiraut 


ELSTOW  MANOR  HOUSE, 
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gaiice  in  the  followin;.' lincH.' 


It  Stood  upon  a  gentle  rising  ground, 

At  foot  of  wliicb  n  stream  so  calnilv  straved 

^Vbose  hspiugs  scarcely  might  he  heard  around 
When  the  light  summer  winds  low  music  made 

Amid  the  trees  that  o'er  its  margin  frowned 
Casting  the  tinkling  rii.i)les  in  the  shade; 

have  where  the  dan.^ing  moonbeams  stole  between 

ibe  lacing  boughs  and  glittering  tnfts  of  green. 

A  marble  porch  with  carven  figures  dight 

Round  which  in  clustering  folds  the  ivy  clung 

l^iftmg  its  fringe  al)Ove  the  ruined  height  ' 

From  which  the  leaves  in  fairy  brauchlets  hung 

Crave  back  the  moon's  unveiled  and  peerless  Ib'ht 
As  o  er  the  sward  its  trembling  shade  was  Hung; 

rhrough  the  broad  windows  to  the  green  earth  streaming 

And  on  the  shattered  muUions  brightly  gleaming. 

The  wallflower  on  that  buttress  is  at  rest 
There  is  no  stir  or  sound  of  livin"  thing 

To  scare  the  sparrow  from  his  leafv  nest 
As  fearlessly  it  stays  its  droopiiag  win" 

AVhere  the  quaint  carvings  on  that  shiel.rexprest ' 
leer  from  beneath  their  grassy  coverin"- 

And  though  the  winds  are  hushed  the  cloird's  sweei)  bv 

Ihe  moon  s  cold  disk,  slowly  and  silently 


Reprinted  from  the  Gentleman's  Magazine.  1826. 
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THOMAS  DECONS,  ICsquicr,  born  1532,  niarricd  Alice, 
daii^htci  ol  |()lin  Norton  of  SliarpiMihoc,  County  Hod- 
ford,  (ancestor  of  the  licv.  John  Norton  of  I'oston, 
Mass..  i<^)34)  anil  aunt  to  Thomas  Norton,  M.l'.  for  Lon- 
don, the  Puritan  author  of  the  earliest  luif^Hsh  Tra^jedy, 
"  Ferrex  and  Porrex,"  proihiced  in  15O1,  who  married 
Margaret,  ehlest  daughter  of  the  martyr,  Arclibishop 
Cranni^r.       Thoinis  and  Alice  I  )econs  left  one  son. 

THOMAS  DEACONS,  Esq.,  of  Maidburie,  County  Bedford, 
born  155S,  married  Joane,  purchased  the  Man<jr  of 
Maiilburie  and  the  Abbey  of  Elstowe,  built  the  Mansion 
House  there,  now  in  ruins,  died  i6og,  Will  jiroved  at 
Northampton,  left  one  son, 

GEORGE  DEACONS,  Es(i.,  of  Elstowe,  County  Bedford,  born 
15CS2,  married  Frances,  and  died  leaving 

1,  Henry,  who  inherited  lands  in  the  county. 

2,  Edward,  see  after. 

3,  Anne,  born  1607. 

His  Will  was  proved  at  Northampton  4th  February, 
161 1,  and  Sir  Edward  Ratcliffe   was   named    Executor, 

EDWARD  DEACONS,  Esq.,  of  Elstow  and  London.  The  I^Lin- 
sion  and  Abbey  of  Elstow  were  sold  by  the  Executor 
1616  ;  Mr.  Deacons  remained  for  a  time  in  the  county, 
married,  and  his  daughter  Maria  was  baptized  at  Elstow 
Sept.  29th,  1630,  but  shortly  afterwards  the  family  re- 
moved to  London  ;  his  sister  Anne,  named  in  the  Mar. 
License  as  "daughter  of  Geo.  Deakins  Esq..  of  the 
town  and  County  of  Bedford  deceased,"  was  married 
in  St.  Margaret's  Westminster  February  20th,  1632,  to 
John  Branch.  Gentleman.  Mr.  Deacon  became  a  Mer- 
chant Adventurer  and  traded  with  Africa.  Several 
notices  of  him  are  found  in  connection  with  well 
known  Merchants  of  the  City.  The  final  "s"  in  the 
name  was  dropped  at  this  period.      He  left  a  son. 

RICHARD  DEACON,  of  London,  Clerk  to  the  Committee  of 
Adventurers  of  the  House  of  Commons  1647,  Citizen 
and  Cloth  worker  (or  manufacturer),  Attorney  to  the 
Court  of  Common  Pleas  (Protectorate),  was  Clerk  to 
the  Military  Company  of  the  City  of  London  1661. 
Married  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  George  Sparks,  Mer- 
chant Taylor,  and  died  leaving  property  in  parishes  of 
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St.  Andrew's  Holborn,  St.  James'  Clerkenwell,  and 
Westminster.     Children, 

1,  Richard,  died  at  sea,  before  his  father. 

2,  Benjamin,  born  October  2gth,  1662. 
BENJAMIN  DEACON,  Esq.,  educated  at  the  Merchant  Taylors' 

School,  entered  March  nth,  1673,  married  Martha, 
who  survived  him  two  years,  died  August,  1745,  aged 
83,  and  was  buried  in  St.  Andrew's  Holborn,  leaving 
two  sons, 

1,  Joseph,  see  after. 

2,  Francis,   born   1695,   of    Dean  Street  Parish  of 

St.     Andrew's    Holborn,     London,      married 
Rachael,  and  died  in  1765,  buried   in   St.   An- 
drew's leaving  a  son,  same  name. 
JOSEPH  DEACON,  gentleman,  born  1693,  lived  in  High  Hol- 
born,   married    about    1720    and   left   three  sons,   was 
buried  April,  1764,  in  St.  Andrew's  Holborn  ;  children, 

1,  Joseph,  see  after. 

2,  Benjamin,  gentleman,  born  1723,  resided  King's 

Head  Court,  married  1745  Martha  Watson, 
and  had  three  children,  died  May,  1781,  in 
Southwark,  Surrey,  Will  proved  P.  C.  C. 
London. 

3,  Edward,    of    Leather   Lane,    Parish  of  St.  An- 

drew's Holborn,  died  March,  1783. 
JOSEPH  DEACON,  born  1721,  resided  in  Leather  Lane,  Parish 
St.  Andrew's  Holborn,  London,  wife's  name  Elizabeth, 
married  1752  and  left  three  surviving  children. 

1,  Elizabeth,  born  September  9th,  1759. 

2,  Hannah. 
5,  Benjamin. 

Mr.  Joseph  Deacon  was  a  Vintner  or  Wholesale  Wine 
Merchant,  his  place  of  business  was  in  the  Parish  of 
St.  Saviour's,  Southwark  Surrey,  but  he  resided  in  the 
Parish  of  St.  Andrew's  Holborn,  and  dying  in  June, 
1790,  was  buried  there.  His  widow  administered  his 
estate  by  appointment  August  i6th,  same  year. 

The    eldest    daughter    married   a  Spanish   Count. 

Her  husband  was  killed  fighting  a  duel  three  years 

after  their  marriage. 
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BENJAMIN  DEACON,  Imrn  All};.  loth,  1762,  died  May  14th, 
1828,  married  January  14th,  1787,  Sarah,  dauf^hter  of 
John  Meres,  son  of  John  Meres,  the  proprietor  of  the 
celebrated  papers,  the  London  livcnini:;  Post  and  the 
Z><///i' /Vj/,  founded  1719  and  1727,  which  flourished 
sixty  years.  This  John  Meres  was  the  grandson  of 
Sir  Thomas  Meres,  Member  of  I'arliament  for  Lincoln 
for  fifty  years,  wliodicd  1715.  Mr.  Benjamin  Deacon 
was  a  prosperous  merchant  or  tradesman  of  the  first 
class,  and  had  numerous  high  social  acquaintances. 
He  was  a  man  of  culture  and  taste,  and  especially  fond 
of  painting,  for  which  he  had  much  talent.  He  car- 
ried himself  with  dignit}'  and  had  all  the  bearing  of 
a  true  gentleman  of  the  old  school.  He  resided  in 
Red  Lion  Square  and  left  seven   children,   as  follows  : 

1,  Benjamin,  who  had 

James  Meres  Deacon. 
Maria  Deacon. 

2,  Joseph,  of  whom  after. 

3,  Sarah,  married  James  Easton. 

4,  Jane,    Married    John   Jacob   Bogardus   of  New 

York  City,  died  in  Kalamazoo,   Michigan. 

5,  Mary,  married   Captain   J.   C.    Hickman  of  the 

R.  N.  and  had 

Marion. 
Married  second  Joseph  Watson. 

6,  Marthana,  married  John  Dutton  Price  and  had, 

1,  Fred  J.  Price,  London, 

2,  Alfred  Price. 

3,  Robert  Price. 

Both    the    latter   boys    of    Tuki    Tuki,   New 
Zealand. 

7,  Elizabeth,    married    William    Binley     Musson, 

Esq.,  of   London.      She  died  sine  prole,   x\pril 
i8th,  1883. 
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JOSEPH  DEACON,  Esq.,  born  2d  January,  1798,  in  London, 
married  at  St.  Philip's  Church,  Liverpool,  loth  April, 
1827,  Mary  Jane,  born  13th  January,  1804,  daughter 
Peter  Haffey  Scott,  Esq.,  Lieut.  Br.  Army,  (son  of 
Robert  Scott,  Esq.,  Collector  of  the  Port  of  Liverpool,) 
nephew  and  heir  to  Colonel  Henry  Haffey  of  Wallilabo, 
St.  Vincent,  West  Indes,  and  of  Bath,  England.  Their 
children  were, 

1,  Mary,  born  October   25,    1829,   died  unmarried 

November  29,  1889. 

2,  Peter,  born  August  14,  1831. 

3,  Henry,  born  January  14,  1834. 

4,  Margaret,  born  March  12,  1837. 

5,  Edward,  born  Dec.  19th,  1839. 

6,  Elizabeth,  born,  August  8th,  1842. 

7,  Sarah,  born  July  27th,  1844. 

Mr.  Deacon  was  well  known  in  the  early  days  of  Liv- 
erpool. He  was  at  one  time  engaged  in  the  export 
salt  trade,  and  was  for  many  years  an  officer  of  the 
Liverpool  and  Dublin  Steam  Packet  Co.  He  retired 
from  business  in  1868,  and  removed  to  Cardiff,  South 
Wales,  where  he  died  April  13,  1881,  having  survived 
his  beloved  wife  1 1  years,  (who  died  June  15,  1870). 
He  was  a  man  of  wide  reading  and  liberal  culture, 
during  all  his  life  he  was  connected  with  various  liter- 
ary associations  and  maintained  the  friendship  of  some 
eminent  men ;  he  was  an  elder  in  the  Baptist  Church, 
devout  and  earnest  in  his  profession  ;  his  memory  is 
fragrant  and  his  best  and  truest  epitaph  may  be 
written  in  three  words  : 

"A  Christian  gentleman." 


BOOK    PLATE. 


CONNECTICUT. 
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CHILDREN    OF    JOSEPH    AND    MARY    (sCOTT)    DEACON. 

2,  Peter  Deacon,  Esq.,  of  Cardiff,  Wales,  born 
August  14th,  1831,  married  at  St.  George's 
Church,  Everton,  Liverpool,  July  6th,  1853, 
Fannie  Catherine,  daughter  Captain  Jonathan 
Vaughan  Lovett,  descended  from  the  ancient 
family  of  Lovett^^of  Liscombe  House,  County 
Bucks.     She  d'!ed  July  3d,  1890.     Children: 

Mary  Elizabeth,  born  26  July,  1855. 
Fanny  Lovett,  born  8  April,  ,1857. 
Joseph  E<iward,   born    13  October,    i860, 

married      Clara,      daughter    Colonel 

Coopter,  Brit.  Army.    ,, 

Mr.  Deacon  is  a^Givii-^ngineer  by  profession, 
and  of  the  firmjf'etef  <De'acon  &  Co.,  Engin- 
eers and  Exporters^  Cardiff. 


Henry  DeaconV  Esq.,  of  Bristol,  England, 
born  January  14,  1834,  married  23  July,  1861, 
Mary  Jane  Carodyce  of  Runcorn  Cheshire, 
born  February  i,  1839.     Children  : 

,    Lily  Scott,  born  21  October,   1862. 
Amy  Florence,  born  10  October,  1865. 
Gertrude,  born  25  April,  1868. 
Henry  Purser,  born  9  April,  1870,  died. 
Edith  Laura,  born  20  July,  1871. 
Howard  Herbert,  born  26  Dec,  1874. 
Arthur  Henry,  born  13  March,  1879. 

Mr.  Deacon  is  engaged  in  mercantile  pursuits 
(in  the  coal  trade)  but  is  much  interested  in 
the  economic  questions  of  the  day,  and  has 
published  two  volumes,  one  entitled  "  Dark- 
ness and  Dawn,"  in  1884,  the  other  "Puritan- 
ism in  Power,"  in  1891. 
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5,   EnwAki)     l)i;.\(()\    ol     Iiri(lf,'cport    Conn.,   horn 
DcccMiibcr     iQtli,     i^3<j,    married    June     loth, 
1S71,    l*>liza,    (l;iui;ht('r   nt     Kodnuiii    Stoddard 
of   Detroit,  Mich.,   born  July  13,  1H37. 
Children  : 

Mamie  Elise,  born  :\pril  16,  1873. 

Meres  Stoddard,  born  May  15,  1H79. 

The  Stoddard  family  is  an  eminent  and  hon- 
orable one  in  the  history  of  New  England, 
descended  from  Anthony  Stoddard  of  Boston, 
1638-1687,  who  married  Mary,  sister  of  Sir 
George  Downing,  Baronet,  and  neice  of  Gov- 
ernor Winthrop  of  Massachusetts.  Mr. 
Deacon  removed  first  to  Detroit,  Mich.,  and 
thence  to  Bridgeport,  Conn.  He  is  Secretary 
of  the  Consolidated  Rolling  Stock  Co.,  a 
Director  of  the  Marshall  Car  Co.  and  also  of 
the  Detroit  Rolling  Stock  Co.,  Honorary 
Treasurer  of  the  Fairfield  County  Historical 
Society,  and  one  of  the  Joint  Executive  Com- 
mittee of  the  Barnum  Institute.  He  has  pub- 
lished two  small  works  on  genealogy,  viz.: 
"John  Meres  and  some  Early  English  News- 
papers," "Some  of  the  Ancestors  of  Rodman 
Stoddard." 

4,  Margaret  Deacon,  born  12  March  1837,  mar- 
ried December  6,  1859,  at  St.  Philip's  Church, 
Liverpool,  Alexander  Marshall,  son  of  Lieut. - 
General  Anthony  Marshall,  of  the  Royal 
Engineers.      Children : 

Alexander,  born  27  January,  1861. 

Joseph,  born  13  April,  1863. 

Charles  Frederick,  born  17  June,   1865. 

Amelia  Henrietta,  born  27  August,    1868, 

died. 
They  reside  in  England. 
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6,  Elizabeth    Deacon,    born    August    8th,    1842, 

married,  first,  April  14,  1882,  Augustus  St. 
Armand  Denton  of  Fenton,  Mich.,  and  had 
issue, 

Augustus    Edward,     born    December    8, 

1883,  died  May  26,  1887. 
Mr.  Denton  died  October  19,  1883,  in  the 
town  of  Denton,  Dakota,  which  he  had 
founded,  aged  40  years.  His  widow  married, 
second,  December  20,  1892,  W.  S.  Anderson 
of  Traverse  City,  Mich. 

7,  Sarah  Deacon,  born  July  27th,    1844,   married 

first,  her  cousin,  Charles  Frederick  Perrin, 
January  10,  1866,  second  son  of  the  late 
Richard  Perrin,  Esq.,  Merchant,  of  Dublin, 
Ireland.     Children : 

Charles  Heber,  born  September  30,  1867. 
Richard  Alfred,  born  May  18,  1869. 
Henry  jocelyn,  born  July  10,  1870. 
Clement  Alfred,  born  October  8,  1871. 
Frances  Eileen,  born  April  16,  1873. 

Richard  and  Henry  both  died  in  England.  Mr. 
Perrin,  who  was  engaged  in  missionary  work, 
died  much  lamented  in  Tasmania  May  7,  1875, 
aged  33. 

His  widow  married,  second,  September  i, 
1882,  William  B.  Parsons,  of  Scarsdale,  near 
Melbourne,  Australia.     Children : 

Howard  William,  born  August  7,  1883. 
Kathleen  Rachel,  born  March  2,  1885. 

Mr.  Parsons  is  engaged  in  the  Banking  busi- 
ness. 
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NOTE. 

The  ''unpublished"  Collections  referred  to  in  the  preface, 
comprise  detailed  notes  of  the  families  of  Dkacon  of 
Gloucestershire,  Warwickshire,  Wilts,  Somerset,  Devon, 
Northamptonshire  and  Hertfordshire  ;  Haki-ky  of  St.  Vin- 
cent, W.  I.,  and  of  Bath,  Scorr  and  Fisukk  of  Lancashire, 
Perrin  of  Dublin,  Reynes  of  Buckinghamshire,  Meres  of 
Lincolnshire;  with  descriptions  of  places,  towns,  mansions, 
etc.,  biographical  and  historical  sketches  of  notable  persons 
and  events,  transcripts  of  deeds,  wills,  Parish  registers, 
indentures  of  apprenticeship,  maps  and  plans,  pedigrees 
coats  of  arms  and  grants  of  the  same,  and  many  other  items 
of  genealogical  and  antiquarian  interest. 
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THE   FAMILY  OF  MERES. 


Sir  Thomas  Mores,  l).)iii  KlUf),  wus  the  h..ii  ,,f   l(..l^>rl  M.--- 
D.D.,  Chniicelk)r  of  t lie  Diocese  of  Lincoln,  who  tuiirrii-*!   I. 
both,  neice  of  John  Williams,  Lonl   Koopor  of  t\w  Clruut  Seal, 
Bishop  of  Lincoln  and  Archbishop  of  York. 

Ehzabeth  Wilhams  was  the  widow  of  William  DoIIh-ii,  I). I). 
who  died  1G31  ;  her  eldest  son  by  this  nuirria^'e  UtcauM)  Arch- 
bishop of  York,  so  that  this  lady  was  both  noico  and  mother  of 
an  Archbishop.  After  the  death  of  her  tirst  luisbaml  hIu»  did 
not  long  remain  single,  but  marrie<l  Chancoflor  Merew,  nnd 
brought  him  several  children,  of  whom  Thomas  iH-'fore-uamwi 
was  a  younger  son. 

The  Wilhams  family  is  one  of  the  most  noted  iu  Wales  ami  is 
descended  from  the  native  Princes  of  that  country,  with  an 
ancestry  so  remote  as  to  bo  lost  in  the  mists  of  luitiipiity. 

The  Knightly  family  of  i\Ieres  of  Kirton,  lancoln.sliire  is  a 
very  ancient  and  honorable  one  wlu)se  }>edigret>  is  clearly  traced 
to  Norman  days  and  in  whose  veins  mingles  the  blooil  of  the 
ancient  Royal  family  of  France.  Th«'ir  history  is  written  in  tlie 
annals  of  their  County  of  Lincoln  where  the  ancestral  F^tates 
were  situated,  and  whose  interests  they  re])resentetl  time  aiid 
again  during  many  centuries  in  the  parliaments,  anuiee  and 
offices  of  their  day. 

The  Meres  were  Royalists  and  snllorcd  sevorelv  fur  their 
loyalty  to  the  Crown  during  the  stormy  days  of  the  Protoetorate  : 
but  Sir  Thomas'  Uncle  Anthony,  who  was  a  younger  son,  anm.---  d 
great  wealth  as  a  merchant  in  the  old  town  of  Bi>ston  (  Lincoln- 
shire )  and  dying  without  issue,  bequeathed  his  fortune  to  his 
nephew. 

Sir  Thomas  became  a  famous  man  of  his  time.  Knighttxl  by 
Charles  II,  he  early  entered  Parliament  and  retained  his  seat 
during  the  stormy  reigns  of  Charles,  James,  William  and  Aune : 
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he  sat  in  eleven  Parliaments  from  1658  to  1708,  for  the  unpre- 
cedented term  of  50  years.  He  was  a  Lord  Commissioner  of 
the  Admiralty  from  1679  to  1684,  being  commissioned  five  times. 

He  was  twice  nominated  for  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Commons 
and  presented  to  the  King  for  confirmation ;  in  both  instances 
the  factions  that  rent  the  Court  and  parties  of  the  day  interfered 
to  prevent  his  acceptance  and  a  compromise  was  effected,  but  not 
until  in  oije  instance  a  great  Constitutional  battle  had  been 
fought  by  the  Commons  with  the  Crown  over  the  right  to  elect 
their  Speaker. 

Meres  was  of  course  intimately  associated  with  all  the  great 
men  of  the  day.  Pepys,  Evelyn,  Burnet  and  Cartwright  all  men- 
tion him  in  their  journals.  Macaulay  ranks  him  with  the  Trim- 
mers. He  died  in  1715  and  is  buried  in  the  vault  of  the  old 
church  of  St.  Peter  in  Kirby  Bellars,  Leicestershire. 

Sir  Thomas  nSarried  Anne,  daughter  of  Sir  Erasmus  de  la 
Fountaine,  by  whom  he  had  several  children,  three  sons  and 
three  daughters.  He  made  his  will  in  1698,  before  the  death 
of  his  wife,  and  left  the  great  bulk  of  his  estate  to  his  second 
son,  John,  afterwards  Sir  John.  To  his  third  son,  William,  he 
left  an  annuity  of  fifty  pounds  per  annum,  upon  certain  condi- 
tions, which  if  not  complied  with,  the  legacy  was  to  be  forfeit- 
ed. His  eldest  son  was  named  Thomas,  but  beyond  mentioning 
the  fact  that  he  was  then  living,  Sir  Thomas  entirely  ignored 
him  in  his  will,  and  left  him  nothing.  This  was  doubtless  the 
result  of  the  son  having  contracted  a  marriage  offensive  to  his 
father. 

The  copy  of  the  will  in  my  possession  indicates  that  these 
motives  actuated  Sir  Thomas,  for  he  specially  enjoins  should 
any  of  his  three  daughters  marry  without  the  consent  of  his 
executors,  they  should  forfeit  their  share  of  the  inheritance. 

Sir  Thomas'  town  house  was  in  Bloomsbury  Square,  London, 
but  there  was  also  another  residence  situated  in  the  Black 
Fryars,  occupied  at  this  time  by  a  junior  branch  of  the  family. 

Black  Fryars,  a  well  known  street  in  London,  so  called  from 
the  great  Monastery  of  the  Dominican  Fryars,  founded  by  Hugh 
de  Burgh,  Earl  of  Kent,  for  this  order,  and  to  whom  the  City 
of  London  in  1276  granted  a  site  for  their  buildings. 


At  tho  (liHHolniioii  i.f  I  ho  IVroiKiHttTicH  liiiH  |ir<>|)«rty  wrui  Mur- 
roiiderod  ti>  tho  Kiii^',  Novcinlua-  I'Jili,  15:{H.  K.lwunl  VI  ho1«I 
most  of  the  buildinj^s,  Imfc  ^'runted  tlm  .•luirrh  ii>  the  piiriHh  of 
St.  Anno  for  iheir  p.uisli  cliuicli  ;  this  iinci«;iit  .structuro  Wft8 
afterwjirds  pulled  down  und  u  new  Ixiildin;,'  ertx!t<)<l  in  K'JO,  do- 
siynod  by  Wren,  juid  cidlod  St.  Andrews. 

Lonpf  ero  this  Bhwk  Frvjirn  hud  Ix-conie  ii  f^Tfjit  tlionm-^h- 
fare.  It  contained  niiiny  Imndaonie  residenecH.  HuiiHtloii 
House  was  here,  where  Lord  Coblmni  (intertuined  (^iiern  Kliza- 
both.  Another  noteil  re.sidence  was  that  of  tho  I'jirl  and 
Countess  of  Somerset ;  Lord  Aubi^^ny  and  tho  celebrated  L«jr«l 
Herbert,  of  Cherbury,  also  lived  here. 

Sir  Anthony  Vandyke,  the  jjr-eat  painter,  owned  a  houHe  in 
this  street  and  hved  in  it  from  1632  to  1(541,  but  before  his 
time  Black  Fryars  had  become  the  rt>co{i^ni/,ed  ubmle  of 
painters,  and  Sir  Anthony  only  followed  tho  fashicni.  Painters, 
however,  were  not  the  only  artists  who  made  their  abode  in  thia 
locahty.  Ben  Jonsou  ("  O  rare  Ben  Jonson,")  live«l  liere  in 
1G07,  and  greater  than  all,  Shakespeare  dwelt  here  in  H'A'.i. 

The  art  of  printing  in  those  early  days  wa«  ct)nsidere<l  a 
noble  one,  and  many  of  the  nobility  were  connected  with  it,  if 
not  personally  yet  indirectly  by  their  junior  branches.  In  this 
aristocratic  quarter  Printing  House  Square  oi'ose,  autl  many 
presses  were  established,  of  which  the  "  Times  " — the  great 
London  newspaper — survives  and  is  still  printed  here. 

Hugh  Meere,  or  Meres,  of  a  junior  branch  of  the  family,  a 
man  of  property  and  good  social  position,  was  living  in  the 
Black  Fryars  in  the  early  years  of  the  18th  century.  In  addition 
to  other  business  he  CiU'ricd  on  that  of  a  printer,  and  was  well 
established  before  1710. 

Thomas  Meeres,  the  disinherited  son,  lived  in  London  at  this 
time ;  he  had  a  son  named  John,  born  in  1698,  who  at  the 
usual  age  of  14  was  api^renticed  by  his  father,  tho  0th  of  Feb- 
i-uary,  1712,  to  William  Stephens,  to  learn  the  business  of  a 
printer,  as  appears  by  the  records  of  "  The  Ancient  and  Wor- 
shipfuU  Company  of  Stationers  of  tho  City  of  Lomlon." 

It  is  probable  that  Thomas  Meres  was  an  adherent  of  Ring 
James,  for  we  shall  see  that  his  son  was   strongly    imbueii  with 
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these  proclivities.  Thomas  subsequently  removed  to  Paris,  the 
hot-bed  of  the  Stuait  party,  and  dying  before  1715,  was  buried 
there.* 

The  '.'  Sun  Fire  Office,"  the  oldest  insurance  company  in  the 
world,  was  established  in  London  in  1706,  as  "  The  Exchange 
House  Fire  Office."  In  1709-10  it  was  transferred  and  changed 
its  name  to  "  The  Company  of  London  Insurers,"  but  from  its 
seal  or  sign  commonly  called   the    "  Sun  Fire  Office  Company." 

The  dawn  of  the  newspaper  was  just  appearing.  In  1693  the 
censorship  had  been  removed  from  the  British  Press  never  to 
be  revived,  and  a  flood  of  weekly  papers  was  ushered  into  exist- 
ence. Some  were  edited  by  able  men,  such  as  Bishop  Burnet, 
Dean  Swift  and  Daniel  DeFoe. 

As  we  are  not  considering  the  history  of  the  English  news- 
paper, it  is  not  necessary  to  give  in  detail  all  the  names  of  the 
various  sheets  which  were  started  to  supply  the  increasing  de- 
mand for  news.  Suffice  it  to  say  that  in  1710,  although  many 
had  not  survived  to  that  date,  there  were  21  regular  weekly 
news  sheets  issued  then,  with  the  titles  of  Postman,  Postboy, 
Daily  Courant,  Protestant  Postboy,  Supplement,  Mercurie,  True 
Protestant,  Evening  Rambler  and  so  on. 

It  must  not,  of  course,  be  imagined  that  the  newspapers  of 
that  day  bore  any  resemblance  to  the  enormous  sheets  to  which 
we  are  accustomed.  They  were  at  most  but  a  few  inches  broad, 
and  often  printed  on  one  side  only  ;  but  as  the  demand  in- 
creased, a  larger  and  better  class  of  journal  was  developed,  un- 
til some  thirty  years  later  a  very  respectable  paper  as  to  size 
and  contents  evidenced  to  the  improved  ciilture  and  taste  of  the 
community. 

Hugh  Meere  was  a  Director  of  the  Sun  Fire  Company,  and 
when  that  Company  determined  in  1709  to  add  one  more  to  the 
list  of  periodicals,  by  the  publication  of  the  "  British  Mercury" 
it  is  not  surprising  to  find  that  he  was  the  printer  of  it. 

The  first  number  of  this   paper,    issued   the  27th  of  March, 

*  A  pedigree  in  the  possession  of  Nathaniel  Miers,  Esq. ,  of  Ynyspwillwch, 
Wales,  makes  Thomas  Meres  the  father  also  of  James  Meers  or  Miers, 
whose  two  sons,  William  and  Nathaniel,  were  successful  tradesmen  and 
merchants  of  the  City  of  London. 
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1709,  contfiins  ii  loii^tliy  ijiohju'cIiih  of  tlic  lumiiicwi  of  tin.*  (Join- 
pany,  ami  states  that  thoimpcr  is  "only  intj'iulodjor  iiiid  «l»liv.  .  .1 
to  those  porHoiiH  whoso  jj^oocIh  or  houHcs  arc  iiiHiiniil  hy  tho  Siiii  I'nu 
Office."  It  also  coiiliiiiiH  an  ainnsiii;^'  sketch  of  the  iicwHpaiMT  pn^M 
at  this  period  and  says:  "  Some  time  before  the  H<;vohition,  tlui 
press  was  again  set  to  work,  and  sueh  a  furious  itch  of  n<jvclty 
has  ever  since  been  the  e})idcmic;al  distemper  that  it  has  proved 
fatal  to  many  famihes,  the  meanest  of  sliopkeepers  and  liau"l\- 
crafts  spending-  whok)  days  in  collee  houses  to  hear  news  and 
talk  politicks,  whilst  their  wives  and  chihlrcn  \vantc<l  l)read  at 
home  ;  and  their  business  being  neglected,  tliey  were  tlieinst^lveH 
thrust  into  gaols  or  forced  to  take  sanctuary  in  the  army." 

It  is  astonishing  that  after  recounting  these  horrors,  the  ('om- 
pany  of  Insurers  should  dare  to  launch  another  journal  to  u<Kl 
to  the  "  distemper." 

The  top  of  this  paper  was  ornamented  with  a  bold  "  Sun,"  re- 
sembling the  present  badge  of  the  Sun  Fire  Office,  to  wliieh  in 
number  38  was  added  a  figure  of   "  Mercury." 

Walford  gives  professedly  a  copy  of  an  atlvertisement  thertin 
and  states  that  the  paper  was  printed  by  Hugh  Meeres,  but  this 
appears  to  be  incorrect.  From  informatioji  in  the  possession  of 
the  Sun  Fire  Office  it  appears  that  No.  84  is  the  tirst  number 
printed  by  Meere  ;  it  is  dated  4-6  Octo.,  1710,  and  corresponds 
with  the  date  an  agreement  was  made  l>y  the  Sun  Fire  Office 
Co.  with  Hugh  Meere  to  print  the  Mcu-cury.  The  price  was  to 
be  for  1,000  or  under,  ten  shillings,  and  three  pence  additional 
for  every  50  above  that  number,  payment  to  be  made  quarterly. 

The  ''British  Mercuric,"  beginning  at  No.  81  and  ending  with 
No.  495,  is  to  be  found  in  the  British  Museum.  It  begins  agmu 
as  the  British  Weeldy  Mercury  and  ceased  in  1716  with  Nu.  566. 
The  copy  now  in  the  British  Museum  was,  from  internal  e\"i- 
dence,  without  doubt  the  one  belonging  to  Hugh  Meere,  for 
therein  are  corrections  in  maniiscript  evidently  made  as  instruc- 
tions for  the  next  number,  and  the  handwriting  is  very  s^imilar 
to  that  of  Mr.  Meere's. 

Hugh  Meere  was  one  of  the  acting  members  or    Dirwtors  of 
the  Sun  Fire    Office   from   November,    1712,    to   August,  1720, 
when  he  transferred  his  interest.     He  held   t)ie  office  of  Secre- 
1* 
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tary  to  the  Board  from  1718  to  1720.  He  published  in  the 
Mercury  from  17f2  to  1715  a  "  History  of  the  World,"  which 
appeared  subsequently  in  three  volumes.  It  was  decided  by  the 
Acting  Members  or  Directors  that  Mr.  Meere  was  entitled  to 
the  sole  benefit  of  printing  and  publishing  this  "  History." 

Several  notices  of  Hugh  Meere  are  given  by  Nichols  in  his 
"  Literary  Anecdotes  of  the  18th  Century."  Among  the  sub- 
scribers for  the  relief  of  William  Bowyer  of  the  Precinct  of 
White  Fryars  within  the  City  of  London,  whose  establishment 
was  totally  destroyed  by  fire  Jany.  30th,  1712,  and  for  whom  a 
canvass  was  made  among  his  "  private  friends,"  whereby  was 
raised  a  large  sum  of  money  of  which  the  printers  contributed 
£96  and  15  shillings,  appears  the  name  of  Mr.  Hugh  Meere  who 
gave  two  guineas. 

In  1716  the  "  Historical  Register  "  succeeded  to  the  "  British 
Mercury.'"  This  was  an  octavo  quarterly  volume  purporting  to 
give  some  account  of  political  events  at  home  and  abroad,  and 
containing  a  Chronological  Diary  of  Births,  Marriages  and 
Deaths,  and  also  other  notable  incidents.  It  was  published  at 
first  at  the  expense  of  the  Sun  Fire  Office,  but  contained  no 
other  reference  to  the  Company's  business.  It  was  printed  and 
sold  by  Hugh  Meere  in  Black  Fryars  as  per  the  imprint,  and 
appears  to  have  been  a  successful  publication.  It  is  recognized 
as  the  precursor  of  the  "  Gentleman's  Magazine"  which  followed 
and  improved  upon  its  lines. 

As  we  have  seen,  Hugh  Meere  severed  his  connection  with  the 
Sun  Fire  Office  in  1720,  and  we  find  the  volume  for  that  year 
the  last  one  which  bears  the  legend,  "  Printed  at  the  expense  of 
the  Sun  Fire  Office."  Thereafter  it  was  continued  as  a  private 
enterprise  by  Mr.  Meere. 

But  Meere  had  other  work  on  hand.  Oct.  4,  1719,  he  com- 
menced the  issuance  of  a  new  daily  paper,  called  the  Daily  Post, 
which  maintained  its  existence  until  1771,  and  of  which  we  shall 
speak  more  at  length  hereafter. 

The  "  British  Journal"  another  ■  of  his  publications,  com- 
menced Sept.  22,  1722.  The  liberty  of  the  Press  was  not  es- 
tablished then  as  it  is  now,  and  though  the  censorship  had  been 
removed,  the  printers  and  pubhshers  were  subjected  to  constant 


11 

suits  and  prosocutionH  nndor  tho  law  of  lilw.l.  <>n  tlui  part  of  tlin 
Crown  or  otlior  pjuiioH  who   (tonsidoni.l    tli«TnH«'l\.  >  1. 

and  the  law   wus   constriiod  at,  Mi.it,  tiiii<<    m.Hi    n,  ,  ...  ..i...  ,,. 
verely. 

For  an  article  in  iho  British  Journal  ♦Icpi-.-i-utinj^  chanty 
schools  and  perhaps  not  coiiipliiiuinturv  to  th«.  rltTKy,  theOrniid 
Jury  of  Middlosex  prosontod  for  pnM(K!ution  tb«  aiit horn,  pub- 
lishers and  printers  of  tlic  sui.l  lilu'l,  uikI  Mcoro  siiflVTod  thi« 
usual  penalty  therefor. 

The  British  Journal  is  famous  for  the  piihlicntion  <if  tho  let- 
ters of  "  Cato,"  (a  pseudonym  second  only  to  that  of  "  JuniuB,") 
which  blazed  upon  the  town  in  the  interest  of  justie«5  af^aioRt 
the  wicked  promoters  of  the  South  Sea  scheme.  "  CiUuh  "  let- 
ters, attributed  to  Lord  Boling^broke,  have  since  Wnn  colloctetl 
into  volumes  and  ])jissed  through  several  editions. 

In  March,  1722,  Mr.  Meere  removed  his  houst  hold  and  ob- 
tablishment  from  Black  Fryars  to  tho  Old  Baily,  a  narrow  street 
running  between  Ludgate  Hill  and  Newgate  street.  Thi.s  stro<>t 
takes  its  name  from  the  Court  House  or  Old  Boily,  sittiutrd 
upon  it.  It  is  first  mentioned  about  l/)")?,  in  a  description  of  a 
journey  or  procession  "  of  the  Ladie  Elizabeth,  the  (^lur^'ii's  ni^i- 
ter."  It  has,  like  most  London  streets,  given  birtli  fo  many  cele- 
brated men,  and  has  numerous  historical  associations. 

William  Camden,  the  famous  antiquary  and  historian,  nn<l 
author  of  Magna  Britannia,  was  born  here  1551. 

Peter  Bales,  a  famous  penman  of  the  IGth  century,  of  whom 
several  anecdotes  have  come  down  to  us,  had  a  school  of  much 
celebrity  in  the  upper  end  of  this  street,  circa  1604. 

Algernon  Sidney,  the  unfortunate  and  famous  younger  son  of 
Robert,  Earl   of   Leicester,    whose  writings  and  republien- 
made  him  obnoxious  to  the  Government,  and  who  was  bp 
to  the  scaffold,  and  beheaded  in  1()83  with   Ix)ril    William  K... 
sell,  for  alleged  complicity  in  the  Byehouse  plot,  bad  a  hou8*>  in 
this  street.  It  was  afterwards  known  as  No.  (5,  an»l  was  situatt^l 
near  Ludgate.    This  house  was  now  purchased  by  Hugh  Mecro. 
and  the  first  imprint  on   his   publications   from    this  locality  is 
dated    March   19th,    1722.      This    property    remained    in    the 
family  for  many  years. 
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Hugh  Meere's  wife  was  named  Cassandra,  and  they  had  a 
daughter  Ehzabeth,  who  married  Eichard  Nutt,  a  printer  and 
publisher  of  some  note.  The  Nutts  were  descended  from  a 
good  old  Sussex  family,  settled  at  Mays  in  that  county.  There 
were  three  of  this  name  known  in  London  about  this  period,  all 
printers.  Benjamin,  the  father,  Eichard,  who  inarried  Elizabeth 
Meere,  and  Edward. 

Hugh  Meere  died  April  19th,  1723.  His  wife,  Cassandra,  was 
appointed  administratrix  of  his  estate,  and  continued  the  busi- 
ness of  her  husband  under  the  name  of  C.  Meere,  until  Feb- 
ruary, 1726. 

The  Historical  Register,  which  had  now  been  issued  for  nine 
years,  appears  to  have  been  quite  successful.  It  began  in  1716, 
and  therefore  lacked  the  completeness  which  it  would  have  had 
if  commencing  with  the  beginning  of  the  reign  of  George  I, 
which  was,  of  course,  a  notable  period  in  English  history.  To 
remedy  this  defect,  Mrs.  Meere  caused  two  additional  volumes 
to  be  prepared  and  issued  :  "  As  an  addition  to  the  Historical 
Registers  already  published,  and  to  render  that  work  a  com- 
plete narrative  of  all  the  remai"kable  occurrences  that  have 
happened  during  the  whole  reign  of  his  present  Majesty,  King 
George  I,  to  this  time,"  relating  the  "  Affairs  that  happened 
from  the  last  day  of  July,  1714,  to  the  first  day  of  Januaiy, 
1716,  being  the  first  seventeen  months  of  the  Eeign  of  King- 
George. " 

These  supplementary  volumes  were  published  in  1724. 

During  this  year  a  curious  manuscript  was  compiled  by  one 
Samuel  Negus  with  a  view  to  his  own  political  and  personal 
preferment,  and  presented  to  Lord  Viscount  Townshend,  of 
His  Majesty's  Government.  This  paper  exhibits  "  A  complete 
list  of  all  the  printing  houses  in  and  about  the  cities  of  London 
and  Westminster,  together  with  the  printers'  names,  what  news- 
papers they  print  and  where  they  are  found." 

In  the  lapse  of  time  this  has  become  a  very  interesting  and 
valuable  document.  The  compiler  was  rewarded  with  a  let- 
ter carrier's  place  in  the  Post  Office.  He  divided  the  names 
under  three  headings,  according  to  the  known  or  supposed 
political  affiUations  of  their  owners.     Namely : 
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Ist.     Known  lo  Ix;  \v(;ll  atV»'rl,«!<l  to  Kinf»  Gt«irgo. 

2n(l.    Said  to  bo  Hi<,'li  FIvcih. 

3rd.    lloman  CatliolicH. 

Amont?  the  Hij^di  FlycrH  \v(-  find  "  ('.  Mroro,  of  t\w  Old  UniUy. 
printer  of  llio  Jhiili/  Post  and  Ilritish  .lournnl."  Tim  Hijjh 
Flyers  were  evid(!ntly  "  iiidcju'iidciits,"  and  not  attnchud  Ui  Um» 
Court  Party.  They  sidud  witli  the  Stuarts  atid  wuru  o|i|ii>tM)«l  to 
the  Ivevohition  of  KiSS  ami  WiUiani  .'hd. 

CaHsandra  Meere  diil  not  Ion-,'  survivt;  Xwv  huHlxmd.  Willi 
out  doubt  she  had  been  assisted,  if  iiuh-'od  the  bimiiUMH  hud  not 
been  managed,  by  her  sou-in-hiw,  Kichard  Nutt,  uiid  when  Hbu 
died  in  February,  1726,  her  daii;j^lil»r  FJizabeth,  Mih.  Nutt,  wn*i 
appointed  administratrix  of  both  lier  father's  and  mother "h  i>m 
tates  as  per  the  records  in  Doctors  Commons,  and  Kiehiird  Nutt 
succeeded  to  the  business. 

This  gentleman  was  born  ii'  KIDl,  and  livt-d  to  th»«  gr«-Ht  a^e< 
of  8G  years.  He  was  at  this  time,  therefore,  82  years  old,  and  at 
once  prosecuted  the  business  with  ardour  and  success.  Hectm 
tinned  the  publication  of  the  Historical  lieifister,  the  Ihulif  Post, 
and  the  British  Journal,  and  added  the  following  year  t»n«'  *if 
the  most  important  papers  that  graced  the  18th  century,  vi/.: 
the  "  London  Evening  Post." 

This  paper  made  its    appearance  Dec.   12th,    1727,  and  .    i. 
tinued  for  upwards  of  fifty  years  to  exert  a  ilec-iiled  inlluence  on 
the  politics  and  opinions  of  the  day,   nuil  to  steaiiily  tight  aiul 
suffer  in  the  cause  of  a  free  and  untramnielltHl  press. 

After  the  business  had  been  conducted  thus  for  alntut  ten 
years,  until  1737,  John  IMeres,  the  son  of  Thomas  and  grandson 
of  Sir  Thomas  Meres,  who  had  been  apprenticetl  by  ids  father 
in  1712,  now  appears  to  have  lM)Ught  out  and  su|H.>r«tHle*l  his 
relative  Nutt,  in  tlie  management. 

Sir  John,  the  second  son  of  Sir  Tlu)inas,  hail  succccilotl  umlcr 
the  will  to  his  father's  estates.  He  was  a  quiet  man  of  soiuo- 
what  literary  turn  of  mind,  and  a  member  of  the  Hoval  S^vietv ; 
he  published  a  small  pamphlet  on  the  tlnancial  topics  of  the 
day,  which  was  sufficiently  successful  to  call  ior  a  stvond  t^lition. 
Sir  John  died  in  1735,  a  bachelor,  and  lies  burieil  U>side  Itis 
father  and  mother  in  the  vault  of  the  Chancel  of  the  Church  of 
St.  Peter  in  Kir  by  Bellars,  Leicestershii-e. 
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His  sister,  Lady  Pettus,  was  made  executrix.  The  bulk  of  the 
landed  property  descended  to  Thomas  Whichcote,  Esq.,  the  son 
of  another  sister.  The  personal  estate  was  sold  at  auction  and 
the  proceeds  divided  among  surviving  relatives.  The  detailed 
descriptive  advertisement  which  appeared  in  the  London  Dailp 
Post  in  May,  1736,  of  the  Jewels,  Plate,  Pictures,  etc.,  to  be 
offered  for  sale  by  auction  the  1st  day  of  June,  is  interesting  to 
say  the  least. 

It  is  extremely  probable,  although  I  have  no  proof  of  the  fact, 
that  John  Meres,  the  nephew,  obtained  a  portion  or  recogni- 
tion in  this  division  of  his  uncle's  estate,  for  immediately  there- 
after, on  July  31st,  1737,  he  took  possession  of  the  premises  in 
the  Old  Bailey  and  conducted  the  business  in  his  own  name. 

He  had  previously  married,  June  2nd,  1732,  Sarah  Kobinson, 
a  London  lady,  at  the  Church  of  St.  Botolph,  Bishopsgate,  and 
there  were  now  several  little  ones  climbing  his  knees. 

It  appears  that  Meres  edited  the  various  publications  and  con- 
ducted their  sale  and  circulation,  living  in  the  house  in  Old 
Bailey  and  having  the  papers  printed  for  him  by  Richard  Nutt, 
the  imprint  of  many  reading,  "  printed  for  John  Meres,"  etc., 
other  circumstances  also  leading  to  the  same  conclusion. 

John  Meres  made  at  once  quite  a  change  in  the  appearance  of 
the  Historical  Register,  he  added  more  matter,  altered  the  con- 
tents materially,  and  printed  the  page  with  a  different  face  to 
that  of  the  preceding  23  volumes.  He  published  the  Register 
for  two  years,  1737  and  1738 ;  but  the  Gentleman's  Magazine 
which  commenced  in  1731,  had  followed  and  improved  upon  the 
Register  and  became  very  successful,  hence  Meres  dropped  the 
Register  which  was  thereafter  discontinued,  and  devoted  his  en- 
ergies to  the  conduct  of  the  Daily  Post  and  London  Evening  Post. 

Quoting  from  the  article  "  Newspapers,"  Encyclopedia  Britan- 
nica,  we  read,  "  The  history  of  newspapers  during  the  long  reign 
"  of  George  III,  is  a  histoiy  of  criminal  prosecutions,  in  which 
"  individual  writers  and  editors  were  repeatedly  defeated  and 
"  severely  punished,  whilst  the  press  itself  derived  new  strength 
"  from  the  protracted  conflict,  and  turned  ignominious  penalties 
"  into  signal  triumphs." 

We  need  not  then  be  surprised  to  find  that  the  subject  of  our 


sketch  cniiu)  into  t'rofinciit  colIiHioii    with   t\w   nilin^f    )Miweni. 
Tho  roigu  of  Goor^c  Til  liml  not  yd  liccn  ritHrli«'<|,  hut  wd  hiivo 
sctsu  no  reason  to  unti(!ii>iit(!  iin  ciusirr  futo   f'>r   tlj<>»Mi   wlm  niiU> 
(late  that  period,  eonstH|ii('ntly  we  rvm\  uh    fi)llowH    uniK^r    •lol*', 
December  2n(1,  1739:     Conipliiint  nm»le   in  tho  HoiiiMt  of  Ci>in 
niona  aj^ainnt  John  IVIeres,  printer  of  the  "  Du'dif  I'nst,  "  for  pul>- 
liishintj^  some  remarks  on  the  "  l''mbiir<,'o  on  I'rKviHJi.nH  of  Vict 
U!il."     This  was  considered  a    hreacli  of  pri\ih;ri',  lui  critiriHiii^' 
the  action  of  I'arlinufnt,  (not  to  Ih!  toh-rated  in  n  newHpnjM^r  ) 
Merea  attended  at  the    Bar  of  tlio  Hoiih«!  and  expn-Hwed  contri- 
tion, but  the  House  was  in  ill  humor  and  ordered  him   into  cu.h 
tody  of  the  Serjeant  at  Arms;    and  a  motion  wiw  mudo  that  th») 
King  be  petitioned  by  the  House  tt)  prosecute  Meres.     Aftor  ton 
days'  confinement  Meres  petitioned  the  House  to  be  diHi-haru'*"*!,  on 
account  of  his  wife  and  his  fmuily  of  youn<,' children,  ami  ackiiwl- 
edoed  his  ofience,  but   after  three  davs  the  House  rt-fiiiKxl  to 
discharge  him  and  moved  that  the  Serjeant  at    Anns    do   carry 
hhn  before  the  Loril  Chief  Justice  of  the  King's  IJencli.  to  auuwur 
the  charge  to  be  brought  against  him.     Nearly  two  mouths  more 
elapsed  when,  on  February  10th,  1740,  Meres  agjiin  i>etitionutl 
the  House  for  his  release,  "bewailing"  his  otTence,  det-hinug 
himself  "  miserably  reduced  in  health  ami  U)ily  hy    his   continf- 
ment  and  beseeching  his   discharge  on  behalf  of   his   wife   ami 
children  who  are  like  to  become  objects  of  charity  by  In-mg  tlo- 
prived  of  their  natural  supinn'ter." 

Finally  the  House  relenteil  and  Mr.  Mertw  was  onlere«i  to  Ihj 
discharged,  on  giving  bail  for  his  good  behavior  and  paying  the 
costs  and  fees. 

It  may  be  interesting  for  a  few  moments  to  ghuicu  at  the  afv- 
pearance  of  these  papers. 

The  Dailij  Post  for  October  2oth,  1744.  now  U-for.-  i... ,  ..-, 
numbered  7846.  It  is  a  single  sheet  measurin-,'  15  inches  in 
length  by  10^  in  width,  printed  on  V)oth  sides  in  three  ci»luuiu«, 
the  width  of  the  prhited  matter  being  Oh  inches. 

It  commences  with  an  ornamental  initial  letter  measurinjr  1| 
inches  squai'e,  which  exhibits  a  view  of  London,  including  the 
Cathedral  and  old  Loudon  Bridge,  with  a  shieUl  of  the  Anus  of 
the  City  supported  by  a  ship  of  war  on  one  side  and    n   warrior 
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on  horseback  on  the  other.  There  is  no  editorial,  but  its  place 
is  occupied  by  a  letter  addressed  to  the  "  Author  "  of  the  Daily 
Post,  concerning  the  balance  of  power  in  Europe,  and  concludes 
"  Yours  truly,"  without  signature. 

The  rest  of  the  page  is  taken  up  with  Port  news — arrivals  and 
departures  of  vessels,  London  City  items,  movements  of  troops, 
deaths,  etc.,  quotations  of  stocks,  and  a  column  of  general  ad- 
vertisements, including  "  wants,"  sales  and  notices  of  openings. 

The  other  side  is  wholly  occupied  with  three  columns  of  adver- 
tisements, exclusively  devoted  to  editions  of  new  books  by 
various  publishers. 

The  London  Evening  Post,  number  3223,  "  From  Tuesday, 
"  June  28,  to  Thursday,  June  30,  1748,"  is  a  double  sheet  of  a 
little  larger  size,  measuring  17;^  b}'^  11;^,  and  is  printed  in 
three  columns. 

It  also  exhibits  a  similar  ornamental  initial,  and  the  first  page 
is  wholly  devoted  to  scathing  political  letters  and  foreign  news. 
The  remaining  three  pages  are  devoted  to  locals  and  advertise- 
ments. The  most  notable  difference  that  strikes  us  in  the  ap- 
pearance of  these  ancient  pages  is  that  every  mention  of  the 
King  or  his  ministers  is  represented  by  the  first  letter  of  their 
name  and  a  star  or  dash,  in  this  manner  seeking  to  avoid 
coming  within  the  law  of  hbel  or  committing  a  breach  of  privilege. 
Unquestionably  the  political  articles  are  extremely  bitter  and 
violent. 

We  have  aheady  seen  that  the  Meres  family  were  classed 
among  the  "  High  Flyers"  or  disaffected  towards  the  Eoyal 
cause.  It  does  not  surprise  us,  therefore,  to  find  the  London 
Evening  Post  favoring  the  Stuarts,  so  far  as  could  be  dared, 
during  the  exciting  days  of  the  Young  Pretender's  invasion  in 
1745-46.  Fielding,  the  novelist,  with  the  encouragement  of  the 
Government,  after  a  vigorous  onslaught  in  the  "  True  Patriot," 
brought  out  "  with  the  object  of  discrediting  the  shattered  rem- 
nant of  an  unsuccessful  party,"  the  "  Jacobite  Journal,"  which 
was  commenced  in  1747,  purporting  in  sarcasm  to  be  produced 
by  "John  Trottplaid,  Esq.,"  and  "  bore  the  representation  of 
"  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Trottplaid,  the  former  wearing  a  plaid  waist- 
"  coat  and  the  latter  a  plaid  petticoat,  and   both   lustily   huzza- 


17 

"  ing,  whilst  a  Jcwuit  is  iiHsidiiouHlv  tNilliiiK  tliuir   rtttimtion  to  » 
"  copy  of  the  '  London  l-A-eniny  Post.'  " 

This  brings  us  natiiniUy  to  wlmt  now  followM.      In  17.")4  ii  li-t 
ter    to  the  editor  sigHL'd    "True   IJluo"    wuh  puhliHhfd  in  th« 
London  Evening  Post,  n^lleeting  on   the    (lov«Tnnn>nt    nnd    tho 
Eevolution.     This  aroused  flic  (Government,  who  at  once  nrriftt 
ed  Richard  Nutt,  tho  printer,  win.,  as  \\v  liuvt!  said,  j)rint4)«l  tho 
paper  for  Meres, and  on  the  lUtli  of  -Inly,  ITof),  he  wm  brought  Ut 
trial  in  the  Court  of   King's  Jiench  for  a  IiIh-I  on    the  Guvoni 
ment. 

The  Hon.  Hume  C!ani[)l)fll  opciuid  the  eause    and    th«<    Attor 
uey  General  enlarged  on  the  heinousness  of  the  ottense. 

The  witnesses  subpcened  by  the  Crown  nund)ered  above  100, 
but  10  only  were  examined.  Mr.  Perrot  and  Mr  Moreton,  who 
were  counsel  for  the  defendant,  did  not  at  all  enter  into  the  do- 
fence  of  the  paper.  They  only  insisted  on  the  insufficiency  of 
the  evidence  as  to  Mr.  Nutt  being  the  ]trinter  of  it.  Between  4 
and  5  the  jury  withdrew.  Ten  of  them  were  unaniuiouH,  but  the 
different  ojnnions  of  the  other  two  obliged  the  judge  alnjut  8 
o'clock  to  lock  them  up  and  dismiss  the  court. 

About  10  o'clock  his  Lordship  received  a  message  that  they 
were  agreed  on  the  verdict,  and  he  immediately  returne«l  with 
the  Solicitor  General,  when  Mr.  Nutt  was  found  guilty. 

Judgment  was  deferred  until  Nov.  28,  1755,  when  he  was 
brought  to  the  Bar  of  the  King's  Bench  and  received  the  follow- 
ing sentence:  To  stand  in  the  })illorv  on  the  5th  of  Dtveudwr 
for  one  hour  at  Charing  Cross,  betweeii  the  hours  of  12  ntK)n 
and  2  p.  m.,  to  be  imprisoned  in  the  King's  Bench  pris«)n  two 
5'ears,  to  pay  a  line  of  £500  ($2,500),  and  find  stH;unti«>a  for  giKxl 
behaviour  for  five  years,  himself  for  .£1,000  ($5,000),  ami  two  sure- 
ties £500  ($2,500)  each. 

The  (rentlenian's  Magazine  Rays:  Fnday,  Dw.  5th,  1755,  Mv. 
Nutt  stood  in  the  pillory  pursu:int  to  his  sentence. 

It  is  somewhat  remarkable  l,hat  Richard  Nutt  should  have  Intu 
singled  out  for  this  punishment  when  the  London  Evening  Post 
for  all  the  years  of  its  issue,  (which  have  Ihhjh  carefully  exam- 
ined in  the  British  Museum),  bears  the  imprint,  "  Printotl  for 
John  Meres,  Old  Bailey."     How    much  of  the  fine  and  surety 
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was  borne  by  Meres  in  settling  accounts  with  his  printer  and 
relative  I  have  been  unable  to  discover.  There  is  a  tradition 
however,  in  the  familj',  which  I  have  received  from  three  inde- 
pendent sources  that  John  Meres  was  fined  so  heavily  by  the 
Government,  as  to  nearly  ruin  him,  for  publishing  an  expression 
of  sympathy  with  the  Revolution  of  the  Pretender. 

It  is  therefore  certain  that  he  was  a  sufferer  with  Nutt  in  the 
payment  of  the  heavy  fine  and  costs   imposed   by  the  Court. 

Mr.  Richard  Nutt  survived  his  sentence  and  lived  to  a  good 
old  age.  He  retired  from  business  some  years  before  his  death, 
which  took  place  in  1780. 

But  this  list  of  troubles  is  not  yet  over.  By  the  law  of  that  day 
it  was  a  breach  of  privilege  of  the  House  of  Lords  for  a  printer  to 
mention  any  nobleman  by  name,  in  the  reports  of  the  parliamen- 
tary proceedings,  and  the  fine  for  this  offense  was  £100  ($500). 
•'  One  Lord  Marchmont  seems  to  have  had  a  morbid  passion 
"  for  collecting  these  penalties.  No  matter  that  the  nobleman's 
"name  was  mentioned  with  favour  ;  no  matter  that  the  noble- 
"  man  himself  did  not  care  a  rush  about  it.  Lord  Marchmont 
"  must  have  his  pound  of  flesh.  He  was  in  the  habit,  we  are 
"  told,  of  examining  the  newspapers  every  day  with  the  ardour 
"  that  a  hawk  prowls  for  prey.  Whenever  he  found  my  Lord's 
"  name  printed  in  any  paper,  he  immediately  made  a  motion  in 
"  the  House  of  Lords  against  the  printer  for  breach  of  privi- 
"  lege." 

In  1764  John  Meres,  the  printer  and  publisher  of  the  London 
Evening  Post,  was  brought  to  the  bar  of  the  House  of  Lords  and 
fined  £100  ($500)  and  costs,  £40  ($200),  for  mentioning  the 
name  of  Lord  Hereford  in  his  paper. 

John  Almon,  the  bookseller  and  friend  of  Wilkes,  was  the 
author  of  the  paragraph  that  brought  the  law  down  upon  Meres. 
Almon  was  at  this  time  and  continued  to  be  a  very  strong  as- 
serter  of  the  pubhc  right  to  know  how  public  affairs  were  con- 
ducted in  Parliament. 

Thus  was  the  war  carried  on  between  the  King,  Lords  and 
Commons,  against  the  Public  Press,  the  fourth  estate ;  and  the 
latter  were  the  martyrs  and  sufferers,  through  whose  valiant 
fight   and   patient   endurance  we   rejoice   to-day  in  one  of  the 
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greatost  of  Njitioiial  hlossinga  -tluj  fjilMirty  <»f  tln)  I'roMt— for 
the  echo  of  this  strifu  was  not  liinit<Ml  f..  Iho  tmrn)W  H\n>rm  of 
En<;-]!in(l. 

The  London  Kvcnimj  /'us/  is  mit^  nf  tli«i  tlimo  diiily  pr\|MTH 
which  at  tliis  early  ix'iiod  (1704)  eiideuvorcd  to  t^'ivu  ii  n'i)-)rt. 
scanty  it  is  (iiu,  l)iiL  iKsvortheleHH  Hoinothiii^'  upju-oucliin^,' to  a 
report,  of  the  speeches  and  ))r()C('(din;^'s  of  I'mliiirnent.  TIiIh 
was  from  notes  gathered  iu  the  lol)l)i('s  of  tlio  Hou.s«-s  and  in 
coftee  houses,  from  buttonholed  members,  taken  l)y  Jtjhti  Almon 
for  the  Post  and  by  one  Wade  for  the  other  two  pu|K«i-H.  Hut 
while  the  editors  were  maturing  plans  for  a  l)etter  syHtem  of  re- 
porting, a  thunderbolt  fell  among  them,  Parliament  again  de- 
clared war  against  the  liberty  of  the  Press.  This  waH  the  lust 
struggle  and  Parliament  was  defeated. 

John  Meres  died  in  17G1,  and  left  his  business  to  iiis  sou  John, 
born  1733. 

The  most  intimate  friend  of  John  Meres,  the  elder,  was  a 
Yorkshire  gentleman  named  Young.  He  had  an  only  child, 
Marthanna,  a  daughter  by  his  first  wife,  and  heiress  to  a  large 
estate  in  that  county.  The  intimacy  of  the  two  families  resulteil 
in  the  union  of  the  children,  and  in  1759  John  Meres,  Junior,  took 
Marthanna  Young  to  wife.  They  had  a  family  of  five  children, 
whose  baptisms  are  all  recorded  ih  the  Registers  of  the  Chui-ch 
of  St.  Martin,  Ludgate,  three  sons  and  two  ilaughters. 

Sarah  Meres,  the  eldest  daughter,  born  June  Gth,  17G'2,  mar- 
ried Benjamin  Deacon,  of  London,  and  became  the  gniudmother 
of  the  compiler  of  these  pages. 

Mrs.  Deacon  numbered  among  her  most  intimate  friends 
Sarah  Siddons,  the  celebrated  actress,  sister  of  John  Kenible. 

Mrs.  Marthanna  Meres  died  in  1800,  aged  73.  A  mourning 
ring  inscribed  with  her  name  and  date  of  ileath,  'J7th  July,  1801), 
is  in  the  possession  of  Peter  Deacon,  Esq.,  of  Ciu-dilV,  Wales. 

John  Meres,  second,  continued  the  business  of  his  father  at 
the  same  place,  No.  6  Old  Bailey,  in  the  house  that  wasoucotlie 
residence  of  Algernon  Sidney,  a  significant  base  from  which  to 
light  the  battle  for  liberty  of  thought. 

As  usual  we  find  in  the  forefront  of  this  battle  the  Lintdon 
Evening  Post,  and  it  was  well  generalled,  for  among  other  uoteil 
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writers  for  this  paper  were  the  three  Burkes,  Edmund,  the  il- 
lustrious statesman  and  orator;  William,  and  Richard  who 
wrote  over  the  pseudonym  of   "  Valens." 

The  practice  of  dragging  the  news  printers  to  the  bars  of  the 
two  Houses  to  make  a  hollow  submission  and  an  abject  apology 
for  doing  yesterday  what  they  intended  to  do  again  to-morrow, 
was  now  indeed  falling  into  discredit.  But  in  Feb3^,  1771,  the 
House  of  Commons,  smarting  under  the  provocation  of  seeing 
its  speeches  reported  daily,  passed  a  resolution  that  upon  dis- 
covery of  the  authors,  printers  or  pubHshers,  of  any  such  print- 
ed newspapers  this  House  will  proceed  against  them  with  the 
utmost  severity. 

Accordingly  in  March  following,  warrants  were  issued  for  the  ar- 
rest of  the  printers  of  six  papers;  including  the  London  Evening 
Post.    Of  these  the  Post  alone  v/as  singled  out  for  prosecution. 

But  at  this  point  the  name  of  Meres,  which  has  for  35  years 
appeared  daily  in  the  imprint  of  this  now  celebrated  newspaper, 
disappears. 

Desiring  to  avoid  another  conflict  with  the  Government,  Mr. 
Meres  sold  out  his  business  and  the  Daily  Post   ceased  to  exist. 

Nevertheless  its  brother  paper,  which  for  so  many  years  had 
fought  for  liberty,  was  continued,  and  maintained  its  old  and  well 
earned  laurels  under  the  change.  What  followed  is  matter  of 
history.  After  some  delay  the  messenger  of  the  Commons  at- 
tempted to  arrest  the  new  printer  of  the  London  Evening  Post 
in  the  City  of  London.  The  city  claimed  that  its  ancient  char- 
tered privileges  were  being  invaded,  arrested  the  messenger  and 
defied  the  House.  A  pitched  battle  ensued  between  the  City  of 
London  and  the  House  of  Comm.ons,  resulting  in  the  defeat  of 
the  House,  which  thereupon  desisted  from  further  attempts  to 
control  the  presses  of  the  Metropolis.  Thus  was  liberty  at  last 
and  finally  won  for  the  Press  of  England,  through  the  newspaper 
established  and  maintained  so  long  by  the  family  of  Meres. 

The  "  Daily  Post "  does  not  seem  to  have  cut  such  a  figure  as 
its  brother,  the  "  London  Evening  Post,  "  yet  it  continued  to  be 
pubHshed  aU  through  these  years  and  bears  favorable  compari- 
son with  its  contemporaries.  One  item  connected  with  this 
paper  may  be  worth  recording.     In  the  middle  of  the  18th  cen- 
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tury  dramatic  criticifim  was  unknown,  hut  ontoqiriHinpf  pu))*  im 
paid  ,£200  ($1000)  a  y(>ar  to  ()U(;li  tlu^iitni  for  tlui  iiccoiwifH  of 
new  pliiys,  and  the  mauaj,'ors  of  theatres  used  ovory  precaution 
to  preserve  the  rif^ht  of  printing  thoir  advortisomontH  in  the 
paper  that  paid  for  ilicin. 

Here  is  a  notice  in  the  "  Dalhf  Post  "  of  1771 :  "  The  raan- 
"  agers  of  Drury  Lane  Theatre  think  it  prcjper  to  give  notice 
"  that  advertisements  of  their  phiys  by  their  authority  are  j)uh- 
"Hshed  only  in  this  paper  and  the  DaUy  Courunt,  and  that  the 
"  pubhshers  of  all  other  papers  who  presume  to  insert  ailvertise- 
"  ments  of  the  same  plays,  can  do  it  only  by  some  surreptitious 
"  iutelhgence  or  heresay,  which  frecpiently  leads  them  to  commit 
"  gross  errors ;  as  mentioning  one  play  for  another,  falsely  rep- 
"  resenting  the  parts  etc.,  to  the  misinformation  of  the  town, 
"  and  the  great  detriment  of  said  theatre." 

John  Meres,  second,  died  before  Richard  Nutt,  and  none  of 
his  family  maintained  any  further  connection  with  the  press. 
His  two  surviving  sons  entered  the  Royal  Navy ;  the  eldest  was 
tutor  or  teacher  of  navigation  to  Prince,  afterwards.  King  Wil- 
liam IV,  and  a  watch  seal  or  charm  given  him  by  the  King 
came  after  his  death  into  possession  of  the  writer's  father. 

Richard  Nutt,  the  widower  of  Elizabeth  Meere,  died  March 
11th,  1780.  He  was  much  respected  and  had  been  elected  to 
represent  the  ward  of  Farringdon-without,  in  the  Common  Coun- 
cil of  the  City  of  London  ;  with  him  died  the  London  Evening 
Post. 

Though  Mr.  Nutt  had  not  printed  the  paper  for  many  years, 
he  had  obtained  the  controlling  interest  after  the  death  of  John 
Meres,  second,  but  unfortunately  Mr.  Nutt  hail  no  sons  to  con- 
tinue his  business. 

New  papers,  new  men,  new  methods  were  coming  to  the  front  _ 
and  the  London  Evening  Post   after   an    existence   of  54   yeiu-s 
closed  its  eventful  career  ;  its  record  has  now  become  almost  for- 
gotten history. 
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